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Message from the Chairman 
 

Welcome to our newsletter; I’m sure you will find much to interest 
you. I look forward to the articles and photos in this well presented 
publication. I am always so impressed by the choice of life enhancing 
experiences that are on offer. They range from sailing to singing, golf 
to zoo visits, strolling to swimming.  We try to provide activities 
suggested by our members that cover a range of interests. 
 

If you are able to access our website (www.iwsb.org.uk), this has 
recently been updated and is easy to use. You will find information 
on all that is on offer, plus opportunities for training; e.g. My Guide, 
health and safety awareness and safeguarding, plus lots of other 
useful information.  For example, scaffolding and other pavement 
obstructions are identified each week in our Talking News.  I would 
specifically like to mention the Useful Links column, there you will 
find the contact details of complementary organisations and 
government departments. 
 

Our appearances at various venues over the summer have a dual 
purpose of fundraising and publicity for the charity. Our next big 
fundraising occasion is the fourth short story writing competition; 
this year the theme is The Sound of Christmas.  We are very lucky to 
have our celebrity panel of judges, consisting of Mervyn Hayes, Kate 
Weston, Edana Minghella and Michael Maloney. The award 
ceremony in December is always such an entertaining evening, so, if 
you feel like you have a story, have a go!  We are just so grateful to all 
those who fundraise for us, whether it’s organising a coffee morning, 
assisting at bucket collections or through sponsorship. 
 

Our dress agency, Dress for Less, is well worth a visit, you can find an 
outfit for all occasions.  Debbie and her team of volunteers are 
always on hand to help and offer advice.  The recent fashion show, 
organised by the team, was so popular, it was wonderful to see so 
many people there.  
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As always, the trustees are so grateful to all those who volunteer for 
us. They provide support, generosity of time and, without them, we 
couldn’t manage.  We are always looking for more, so if you can 
encourage someone to join us, we will be very pleased! 
 

I’m also aware that Miriam and her staff need special thanks for all 
their efforts on behalf of the Charity, always supportive and always 
prepared to help. 
 

My thanks to you all. 
 

Sue Bungey, Chair of Trustees 
 

2020 Vision Fundraising 
Whilst grant applications are in progress, we anticipate that much of 

the support for 2020 Vision will come from generous individuals 

and local community groups across the Island. 

Over the coming year we will feature a whole raft of fundraising 

endeavours in support of 2020 Vision and we hope that sharing 

these will encourage more people to get involved. 

To get us started here are some of the team members at Millbrooke 

House who have been volunteering their support.   

Sue volunteered her time delivering an outreach 

talk, supported by her husband Peter. (Please 

contact us if your organisation would be interested 

in hearing from us for a donation to the 2020 Vision 

project). 

Chris volunteered his time at Fan TC Con, 

the Island event for lovers of sci-fi and fantasy. He 

invited donations from fans to have their photos taken 

with his Dalek.  

Miriam has been sorting through her book collection to 

donate funds from Ziffit sales – a very therapeutic way 

to de-clutter your home!  
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Message from the CEO 
 

Late summer / early autumn has flown and by the time you’re 

reading this I’m sure many of you will be planning for the Christmas 

holiday period.  But before we start stocking up on mince pies and 

other festive treats, we have the 12th Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) to look forward to on the morning of 26th November, to be 

held at Millbrooke House.  You will find details later in this edition.   

We warmly welcome Members, volunteers and supporters to join us 

as this provides the opportunity for us to showcase what we have 

been doing since the last AGM and what our plans are for the year 

ahead. 
 

Member Services 

In this edition you will find details of the Christmas Lunch for 

Members, a visit to the pantomime and a couple of other 

interesting outings.  There are also some fantastic reports and 

photos from some of the events and activities we have organised 

recently, including the day spent sailing in the Solent on a 

catamaran. 
 

Looking ahead to next year we have just agreed the dates for our 

quarterly Members’ Forum meetings.  Dates for 2020 are 

Wednesday 22nd January; Wednesday 22nd April; Wednesday 22nd 

July and Wednesday 28th October.  The January 2020 meeting will 

definitely be at Millbrooke House, but we are still looking for 

suitable alternative venues, especially on the South of the Island.  

Meetings start at 11.30 and run until 13.00. 
 

Fundraising & Income Generation  

There are reports and photos from a number of recent fundraising 

activities and events and I would like to express a huge thank you to 

everyone who has worked so hard over the summer months at 
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shows, stands, stalls and bucket collections.  These outreach events 

are vital not just in terms of generating income but are so 

important in raising the profile of the Charity. 
 

Plans are well underway for the annual Story Writing Competition – 

our major fundraising event that this year culminates on Monday, 

9th December with the presentation of awards at an evening 

celebration.  The theme this year is ‘The Sound of Christmas’ and 

we are delighted to welcome many voices who will be performing 

during the evening, including Medina Community Choir and 

Hannah Pereira.  We will also be welcoming back the very 

entertaining Huxley Magician.   I very much hope that many of our 

Members, volunteers and supporters will join us.  Again, you will 

find all the details reported later by our Marketing, 

Communications & Fundraising Manager. 
 

Dress for Less, the dress agency and boutique in St James Street, 

established to provide revenue support to the Charity, continues to 

trade very successfully.  My congratulations go to the Retail 

Manager and all the wonderful volunteers who continue to support 

this venture.  A ticketed Fashion Evening held at Dress for Less in 

July was such a success that another Fashion Evening is taking place 

on Wednesday 13th November, 4.30pm - 6.30pm.  Definitely worth 

a visit for anyone seeking a special dress for the party season, some 

hand-crafted silver jewellery or fine cosmetics.  Tickets are available 

from Dress for Less or Millbrooke House and at £3 includes a glass 

of Prosecco. 
 

Volunteers & Volunteering 

As always, sincere thanks go to all those who enable and support 

the delivery of Sight for Wight services and activities with the gift of 

their time.   

Recruiting sufficient volunteers to ensure continuity of support and 

services, as many of our volunteers move towards their ‘second 
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retirement’, is always a challenge.  We always strive to do more for 

our Members and that drives more time spent raising our profile 

and fundraising.  So it was great to see our Volunteers’ Manager, 

ably supported by a number of our regular volunteers, taking part in 

the recent ‘Wellbeing’ event that attracted a steady flow of visitors 

recently at The Riverside Centre and a number of new volunteer 

enquiries.    
 

Volunteer training dates are currently being finalised for 2020, 

including the My Guide, sighted guide programme plus half-day 

sessions covering Safeguarding, Health & Safety Awareness, Food 

Hygiene Awareness and Emergency First Aid Training.  Places on 

these programmes will be limited, so we welcome early responses 

from those interested.   Once finalised, details with outline 

programmes will be emailed to all Volunteers. 

If on no other occasion, I look forward to seeing many of our 

Volunteers at the final Volunteer Team Update of 2019, to enjoy 

mulled wine, mince pies and music from the Wight Ukers on 

Tuesday, 10th December.  As usual for such get-togethers, formal 

RSVP invitations will be issued. 
 

Welcome to New Team Members 

October saw the appointment of two new staff to support the team 

at Millbrooke House and you will find articles where they introduce 

themselves later.  Jasmine joins as the 2020 Vision Apprentice, on a 

one-year contract.  Following the reduction of hours worked by our 

Member Services Manager, we have also taken on Morgan to work 

as our Member Services Assistant on Fridays.  As a young VI 

Member herself, once Morgan has settled into the role, she will be 

taking a lead in developing more of a network and activities for 

younger VI Members.  With her confident and outgoing nature, 

Morgan will soon be a great asset encouraging the wider 

engagement of younger Islanders affected by sight loss. 
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Transport Working Party Members  

The first meeting of the Transport Working Party took place on 

Tuesday 17th September to review the current and future transport 

needs and services for Members.  Terms of Reference have been 

agreed and we enjoyed a productive meeting with participants 

variously agreeing to undertake further research ahead of the next 

meeting, scheduled for the afternoon of 19th November.   The 

working party will gather information to present a report for 

Trustees, to be deliberated at the February 2020 Meeting. 
 

2020 Vision 

The preliminary stages of the project are well underway and there 

is a detailed report on the development and piloting of the 

Education Programme later in this edition.  A major grant 

application has been submitted in support of the project and efforts 

are now underway to involve more community groups and local 

businesses in supporting this exciting endeavour.  I am absolutely 

delighted to welcome Jasmine to the team, working with us for a 

year as the 2020 Vision Apprentice.   Jasmine will be documenting 

and tracking all our correspondence in relation to the 2020 Vision 

project and will be key to promoting and acknowledging all 

fundraising endeavours in support of 2020 Vision.  With her 

background and degree in ‘Early Years’, Jasmine has settled very 

quickly into her role. 
 

Trusting this Newsletter again provides an interesting read and 

useful insight into our plans over the coming months.  I very much 

hope that I will have the opportunity to see many of you at the 

AGM or one of our events in the run up to Christmas.   

With warmest wishes to you all. 

  

Miriam Tong 

Chief Executive 
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100 Club 
 

Thank you to our new 100 Club members who joined this quarter 
of the 100 Club .   
 

Did you know we run our own monthly lottery draw. It’s just £2 per 
month per number; could 2 or 99, which are both available, be your 
lucky number! If you wish to join to have a chance of winning our 
monthly prize please call 522205 or email Lisa on 
finance@iwsb.org.uk, the more people who join, the bigger the 
monthly prize!  
 

Congratulation to this quarter’s winners 
including Ruth Hollingshead and John Moore, 
and a welcome to our new members.  
 
 

Printer Cartridges for Recycling 
 

Sight for Wight would like to say thank you to all our members, 

volunteers and friends who have been bringing their used 

computer cartridges to Millbrooke House over the last few years for 

us to recycle for fundraising. 

Recycle4Charity, the company who process these for us, are now 

only able to take the following makes of Inkjet Cartridges; 

HP, Canon, Dell, Lexmark, Neopost and Samsung 

 

 

 

 

We regret that we are no longer able to accept toner cartridges 

either as recycling these incurs a cost. 

mailto:finance@iwsb.org.uk
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Financial Results Year Ended 31st 
March 2019 

 

The Report of the Trustees and Unaudited Financial Statements for 

the Year Ended 31 March 2019 has been lodged with the Charity 

Commission and is available from their website and our website. 
 

A presentation of the Report and Accounts will be made at the 

AGM to be held on Tuesday 26 November.  In summary, key figures 

for the year ended March 2019 are given with comparative figures 

for the previous year, ended March 2018, given in brackets: 
 

Total Income:   2019  £101,948  (2018    £75,438)
  

Total Expenditure: 2019 £156,453  (2018 £166,934)
  

Net Income:  2019 -£53,257  (2018 - £95,899)
  

During the past year we have increased our income and we have 

achieved further savings on overheads on the previous year.  

However, the amounts received in donations and legacies and 

achieved through fundraising still fell short of our total expenditure.  

Whilst we are, on average, receiving the same number of legacy 

gifts as in previous years, the value of these gifts has fallen, which 

we believe reflects the fact that many older people today are 

required to use their assets to cover the cost of residential care in 

later life, consequently reducing the sums that might otherwise 

have been gifted to family, friends and their chosen charitable 

causes.   
 

There are various plans in progress to address this income deficit as 

identified in the full Annual Report and Accounts, available from 

our website. 
 

We have recognised the need to widen our income streams to 
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include revenue from trust and grant funding sources and to 

broaden and increase revenue from fundraising initiatives, and to 

build on revenue generated by Millbrooke Enterprises CIC, the 

trading company established to support Sight for Wight.  Our 2020 

Vision project will be key to raising the profile of the Charity and 

broadening the number of our supporters so that we can continue 

the vital support and services we offer. 
 

If you would like to hear a fuller report, please let us know in 

advance if you would like to attend the AGM, scheduled for 10.30am 

on Tuesday 26th November at Millbrooke House.  Please arrive from 

9.30am for coffee and pastries and to enjoy an exhibition of our 

work and plans for the year ahead. 
 

Miriam Tong 

CEO 

 

Audio Cassette Tapes at TESCO 
 

A huge thank you to TESCO Extra and customers in Ryde who have 

been extremely generous and supportive and given donations for 

our old audio cassette tapes.  Janice Gibson, 

Community Champion has been very kind and 

organised two sessions; the first was in July 

where £331.14 was raised and more recently 

in September where £314.23 was raised.   
 

We have just given Janice a third batch of 

tapes to sell so hope to raise further funds for 

the charity. 
 

 

Chris Cane 

Marketing, Communications & Fundraising Manager 

Above: Jan from Tesco and Chris Cane 
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You are Invited to our 

12th Annual General Meeting to be held at 

Millbrooke House, 137 Carisbrooke Road, Newport, PO30 1DD 

on Tuesday, 26th November 2019, 10.30am 
 

Agenda 
1 Welcome from the Chairman 
2 Apologies for absence 
3  The Chairman & the Chief Executive present a brief review of 

the year since April 2019 
4 The Chairman & the Chief Executive present a pre-view of plans 

for the year ahead 
5 To receive and consider the Minutes of the 11th AGM held on 

26 February 2019 
6  To receive the Trustees' Annual Report and Accounts for the 

 year ended 31 March 2019 
7  Appointment of Charity Trustee-Directors 
 (i) Susan Bungey 

To re-appoint Susan Bungey, retiring by rotation and standing 
for re-election for a further three years 

 (ii)  Ruth Hollingshead  
To re-appoint Ruth Hollingshead, retiring by rotation and 

standing for re-election for a further three years 
 (iii) Paul Rutherford 

To re-appoint Paul Rutherford, retiring by rotation and standing 
for re-election for a further three years 

 (iv) Any additional nomination(s) by Guarantor Members 
8 To re-appoint Independent Examiner Moore (Moore South LLP) 
9 Any other business 
 To deal with any matters raised at the meeting 
 
On behalf of the Board of Charity Trustee-Directors 
 
Miriam Tong, Chief Executive, Sight for Wight 
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New Team Members  

 

Hello! I’m Jasmine, the new Administration Apprentice.  

Before starting this new role, I worked for the last 5 years 

with children, gaining qualifications and a degree. I did 

this while supporting children and their families, both 

here on the island and on the mainland.  

Before that, I spent 3 years gaining Art and Design 

qualifications on the mainland, using my creative side to 

create pieces of art for college shows and exhibitions. 

My hobbies include photography, spending time with my family and friends 

and sightseeing here on the island.  

I’m hoping to use both my experiences with caring and art through this 

apprenticeship and look forward to the new challenges I face in this new 

environment!  

I’m looking forward to learning more as the apprenticeship continues, 

meeting new people and helping as much as possible with this lovely team 

at Sight for Wight.   

 

My name is Morgan, I am 22 years old and also visually impaired myself.   

I have been visually impaired since I was born and have been living with this 

condition all my life with no idea what was wrong with my sight until I 

turned 17. It was then that I got diagnosed with the condition called 

nystagmus. This was a life changing experience for me as I was put onto the 

visually impaired register and Sight for Wight helped me with this process.  

They provided me with the support I needed to cope with this new element 

of life.   

By being here now as the new Member Services 

Assistant at Sight for Wight, I hope to help guide those 

in similar situations as myself, getting them the support 

and guidance that they need.  I also aim to help those 

around my age come to terms with sight loss as it can 

be a very difficult time for this generation to open up 

about being visually impaired.   
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Day Sailing on the  

Spirit of Scott Bader  
 

We were delighted to offer a day’s sailing, thanks to our Member 
Services Manager and Gwennili Sailing Trust, aboard the Spirit of 
Scott Bader catamaran, on Thursday 19th September 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The weather was perfect for sailing with sun and a good breeze.  
Our members and sighted guides met at East Cowes Marina and got 
acquainted with the boat before setting sail for Southampton.  
 

After crossing the Solent they found that the 
Southampton Boat Show was in full swing and 
were able to get up close, before enjoying the 
return trip back to East Cowes. Everyone 
enjoyed the good humour from Skipper John 
and his First Mate and also had the 
opportunity to steer the boat. 

 

Left: The Catamaran 

Above: Members and Sighted Guide 

Right: Ready to set sail! 

https://www.gwennili.org.uk/go-sailing/daysails-for-individuals
http://www.disabledsailing.org/dsa%20web/scott%20bader/scott%20bader.html
http://www.disabledsailing.org/dsa%20web/scott%20bader/scott%20bader.html
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“The Sailing Day was fantastic. The sense of freedom was great! 
Sight loss can sometimes make you feel a little trapped.” 

“Fantastic day with a 
wonderful skipper. The 
highlight for me was crossing 
the Solent in the net with the 
sea directly below us.” 

A huge thanks to everyone involved in making this happen, including 

staff and volunteers, and our Members for supporting the activity. 

Above and left: 

Members taking 

turns to sail the 

boat  

Right: Members and Sighted 

Guide relaxing on the net 
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A huge thank you to those who entered our short story writing 

competition this year with the theme, ‘The Sound of Christmas’.  

The closing date is Friday 8th November after which our team of 

dedicated volunteers and staff will sort through the entries into 

categories for anonymising. 
 

This year’s celebrity readers are Melvyn Hayes, Michael Maloney, 

Edana Minghella and Kate Weston. 
 

On Monday 9th December we will be hosting our Short Story 

Writing Competition Award Ceremony at the Riverside Centre, 

Newport.  Doors open from 6:30pm with the ceremony starting at 

7:00pm.   

 

We have entertainment from the Medina Community Choir, Huxley 

Magician makes a return appearance and the lovely Hannah 

Pereira will delight us with her melodic tones. 

Above, left to right: Melvyn Hayes, Michael Maloney, Edana 

Minghella and Kate Weston 
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You don’t have to enter the competition to attend the Award 

Ceremony. It will a fun packed evening for everyone to enjoy so 

please come along and support us and soak up the festive 

atmosphere. 
 

Chris Cane 

Marketing, Communications & Fundraising Manager 

 

ASDA Green Token Scheme  
 

Sight for Wight is delighted to be one of the 

chosen charities for the ASDA green token 

scheme for the next three months.  If you 

happen to be shopping in ASDA then please pop 

your green tokens in the Sight for Wight section; 

we will be most grateful! 

Right: Chris Cane at ASDA  
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Sight for Wight Goes Back to School  

to Mark World Sight Day 
 

World Sight Day (WSD) is an annual day of awareness held on the 
second Thursday of October, to focus global attention on blindness 
and vision impairment. To mark this day, Sight for Wight went back 
to school! Chief Executive, Miriam Tong, spent the entire morning 
with the sixty two Key Stage 1 pupils, aged 5 – 7 years, and the 
teaching staff of Lanesend Primary School in Cowes. 

Miriam explained: “Since the beginning of the year Sight for Wight 
has been working on the development of our 2020 Vision KS1 
Education Programme, that links to the National Curriculum, looking 
at sight, sight-loss and promoting an understanding of lifestyle 
choices that support avoidable sight loss. Sessions have been 
developed covering science, history, maths, geography, technology, 
literacy and music. With the help of Island graphic designer Shaun 
Cuff, we’ve also designed a fantastic take-home pack, so children 
can share what they’ve learned with their families.” 
All of the Island’s primary schools were given the opportunity to 
participate in trialling the materials developed and from those 
schools who initially indicated a willingness to get involved in testing 
the programme with Sight for Wight this autumn, three ‘pilot’ 
schools have been closely involved: Dover Park Primary in Ryde, 
Medina House Special School in Newport and Lanesend Primary 
School in Cowes. Miriam said: “I would like to say a special thank 
you to everyone involved at the three schools. I am hugely grateful 
to have had the support and involvement of the Heads, Class 
Teachers, Assistants and most especially the 101 star pupils from 
these three schools, who have been so brilliant in taking part and 
testing activities. Together they have tried all of the sessions to see 
how everything works and what changes we can make to the 
activities to ensure they are as interesting and accessible as 
possible. Our aim is to ensure that everyone has fun whilst they are 
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learning more about sight, sight loss and the things we can all do to 
best look after our sight! It has been a great pleasure to work with 
the children and staff from these schools and their involvement in 
the development of our 2020 Vision KS1 Education Programme has 
been invaluable.”   
To guide them through some of the materials 
and activities the pupils are introduced to four 
animal characters that support the 2020 Vision 
Education Programme, each of whom enjoys 
special characteristics with regard to sight. 
Sight for Wight’s animals are: Swoop the Barn 
Owl, who reminds us all of the wisdom of 
having regular eyesight tests; Digger the Mole, 
who promotes the importance of us finding a 
form of sport or exercise that we enjoy – it 
doesn’t have to be digging!; Bounce the Brown 
Long-Eared Bat who reminds us of the need to 
eat a healthy diet to maintain a balanced 
weight and Salty the White-Tailed Sea Eagle 
reminds us of the importance of protecting our 
sight, whether from the harmful effects of sunshine if we don’t wear 
sunglasses or the importance of wearing goggles or safety glasses 
that can protect us from potential hazards, like chlorine in the 
swimming pool or physical particles getting into our eyes.   
Class Teacher at Dover Park Primary, Mrs Hayley Roberts, whose 
pupils helped choose the names for the four featured animals said: 
“The children loved the animal characters who helped them take on 
board some important messages about sight and sight loss and they 
enjoyed sharing at home what they learnt in school with the take-
home packs provided.” 
Once the final pilot sessions are concluded and materials evaluated 

and reviewed, Sight for Wight expects to take the 2020 Vision 

Education Programme forward. CEO Miriam Tong concluded: “Over 

the coming years, and subject to successful fundraising, we would 

Below: 2020 Vision 
Apprentice Jasmine 
with Swoop, Salty, 
Bounce & Digger  
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like to be able to offer these fun, engaging and interactive sessions 

to all the Island’s primary schools. Sight for Wight is committed to 

promoting avoidable sight loss and where better to start giving 

important messages about how to protect our sight than with young 

children and their families. Of course, with more than 3,000 children 

in this KS1 age group across the Island, we have a great deal of work 

ahead of us, so we would welcome the involvement of any 

individual, group or business who would like to support us in any 

way. You can follow our progress via the 2020 Vision pages on the 

website. 

 

 

Room to Hire at Millbrooke House 
 

If you run a business and are seeking a spacious office a level walk 

or very short drive from Newport Town Centre you might be 

interested in leasing our former Meeting Room, pictured below.   

The rental guide for this well-appointed room, available to lease on 

a flexible all-inclusive basis (excluding ICT, phone & business rates) is 

£666 per calendar month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For details and all enquiries please contact Scotcher & Co 

Commercial Estate Agents on 01983 822288. Their website is 

www.scotcherandco.co.uk 
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Sight for Wight Walking Groups 
 

Hello, I am Mel and, as many of you know, I plan and lead the Strollers and 

Striders walking groups aided by a great bunch of Sighted Guides without 

whom the walks would not take place. However, not all Sighted Guides are 

available on any given date so this is an appeal for more volunteers to join 

us. You do not have to be super fit! For Striders you will need to be 

sufficiently active to walk between 4 and 6 miles over a variety of terrain. It is 

a great way of getting healthy exercise, whilst walking in areas of the Island 

that you may not have been before. You also meet people from diverse 

backgrounds and with different interests and talents; the Striders group has 

their resident Joker, Graham! 

Whilst Striding we have encountered some surprising situations including 

coming across seven Red Deer, and being entertained after lunch by hand 

bell-ringers!  

The Striders Group is held on the last Friday of each month. The details are 

dispatched a few weeks before and include, among other things, the route, 

details of the terrain and length, walk start and end points, lunch venue 

details and the walk start time. Finishing times are not stated as these will be 

affected by the make-up of the group, the weather on the day, route 

diversions, how soon we get served at lunch time and also how much we 

eat!  

As a guide, when using the minibus, we are usually back at Millbrooke House 

in Carisbrooke between 3.30pm and 4.00pm. Where possible, we use public 

transport to get to and from the start and finishing points. The minibus is 

only used if the walk is not on a bus route, or the service is too sparse.  

Sight for Wight volunteers are dedicated and already give up their time for 

many other Sight for Wight activities but, if you are a volunteer or are 

interested in becoming one, why not give the Striders group a try? As 

volunteers, we have an interesting, healthy day with lunch and a laugh but, 

more importantly, we offer the support required for our visually impaired 

members to do the same. Full training including a DBS check and Sighted 

Guide training will be given.  

If this appeals to you, please contact Sight for Wight Volunteers’ Manager, 

Susan Earley, for more information.  
 

Mel Barnes  
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Summer Visit to the  
Isle of Wight Zoo 

 
 

A large group of Members, relatives, friends and volunteers visited 
the Isle of Wight Zoo on Thursday 29th August.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zoo is well known as a centre for rescued big cats, all which 
have come to their forever homes at the Zoo at different stages of 
their lives and from a variety of backgrounds. As well as the big cats, 
there are also reptiles, lemurs, farm animals, monkeys, birds, bees 
and meerkats, to name a few!  

 

 

 

Left to right: Feeding 

the goats; holding an 

ostrich egg; meeting 

a hedgehog 
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We were able to explore the zoo, see the animals and hear all the 
loud noises they make! Our group then enjoyed a special talk from 
Zookeeper Gary who also allowed us to meet some of the animals 
including a hedgehog, goats, leopard gecko, tree frog, python, and 
stick insects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone at the zoo for a great visit! 

Left to right: Meeting 

a hedgehog; holding 

leaf insects 

Left to right: Meeting 

the snake; touching 

insects; enjoying a 

talk out in the sun 
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Diary and Calendar Orders 
 

We are now taking orders for 2020 diaries and calendars.  
 

This year, VIP diaries have imposed a minimum number for orders 
that we place on your behalf. Therefore we will be placing orders on 
Monday 11th November, Monday 25th November and Friday 6th 
December. The final closing date for orders will be on Wednesday 
3rd December. Any orders after this date will need to be made by 
yourself directly to VIP Diaries.  
 

Payment can be made by cash or card on collection, cheque made 
payable to Sight for Wight, or card payment over the phone.  
 

Please contact the charity on 522205 to request an order form. 

 
 
 

Below:  

Pocket diary, front and inside. £5.95 with cover, £5.75 insert only 

Below: Midi diary (A5), front and inside. £7.95 
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Below: Desk diary (A4), front and inside. £9.95 

Below: Jumbo diary (A4), front and inside. £21.00 

Right: front of the portrait wall 

hanging calendar. £6.95  

Below: landscape wall hanging calendar, front and inside. £7.95 
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Isle of Wight Council Travel 
Consultation 2019 

 

In July 2019, the Isle of Wight Council launched a consultation on 
potential changes to its current concessionary travel scheme. 
 

The proposed changes do not affect free travel arrangements for 
older and disabled residents who wish to travel on Island buses 
between 9.30am and 11.00pm, but do affect other travel times. 
Proposed free travel for a travelling companion of a disabled person 
would also be retained for bus journeys between 9.30am and 
11.00pm. 
It is hoped that the new proposals would align the Island to many 
other parts of the country and enable the Council to make savings 
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in the process.  
 
As the table on the previous page shows, Off Peak Bus travel would 
remain for all English National Concessionary Bus Pass (ENCBP) 
holders. But the off peak travel for the New Silver Island Card 
(travelling companion) and the New Gold Island Card (Mental 
Health) would be lost.  
There would be no travel available in Peak hours for either the 
ENCBP, Silver Island Card or Gold Island Card.  
There would also be no travel concessions at all for Rail services at 
any time.  
 
Cabinet member for public transport, Councillor Ian Ward, said: “For 
some time we have been looking carefully at the extra discretionary 
elements we provide for Islanders, above and beyond what is 
available in many other parts of England. This consultation will seek 
people’s views on how we can fairly and acceptably amend the 
scheme to bring us in line with a lot of other parts of the country, 
and generate savings to benefit Islanders in other service areas.” 
 
Sight for Wight advertised details of the press release on our talking 
news service and invited members to take part in the online survey. 
We were invited to an engagement workshop at the IW Council to 
discuss the consultation and we also encouraged members to 
provide us with their views which we took with us and read out to 
the room.  
 
The IW Council Consultation period is now closed while they discuss 
the proposed changes with independent consultants. Sight for Wight 
will update our members as soon as we hear the results of the 
consultation.  
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Dress for Less 

 
 

 
As I promised in my last newsletter I am very happy to share with you some 
lovely photographs of our Fashion Evening.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The evening was a great success, very busy, happy atmosphere and we 
raised an amazing £838.75. 
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to all our lovely volunteers who 
donated prizes and  gave up their time to make the evening such a success.  
 
I am also happy to announce that we will be holding another Fashion 
Evening on Wednesday 13th November. This will be a wonderful opportunity 
to start your Christmas shopping!   
 
Tickets are now on sale at Dress for Less - we do hope to see you there!! 
 

Above and Right: Customers 

enjoying the busy fashion evening 
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We had a summer evening meal for the volunteers at The Breeze. It was 
very well attended and provided a wonderful opportunity for everyone to 
relax and get to know each other.  We welcome four new volunteers to our 
magnificent team - Caroline, Carol, Kate and Elaine. We hope that they 
enjoy their time with us. 
 
We have a Christmas get-together booked for the beginning of December 
before taking a short break over the festive period providing the 
opportunity to take a well-earned rest and re-charge the batteries for an 
exciting start to the New Year. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year, and to thank you for your continued and much 
appreciated support. 
 
Debbie Durbridge 
Retail Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right: Customers 

enjoying the 

fashion evening 
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Volunteer Newsround 
 

 

Welcome 

We are pleased to welcome several new volunteers to our Volunteering 

Team along with several new enquiries which should help fill some of our 

current vacancies. This is fantastic and I hope all our volunteers feel 

welcome within their new posts. 

  

Au Revoir 

Sadly, since the last edition, we have said goodbye to 

one of our long standing volunteers from our talking 

news team and I had the pleasure to present Sara with 

a beautiful floral bouquet at our Freshwater Coffee 

Morning. We wish Sara all the best for the future. We 

have also sadly lost a couple of volunteers due to 

personal reasons and health issues;  again we wish 

them all the best and thank them for all their hard work 

and dedication. 

  

Volunteer Vacancies 

We still desperately require minibus escorts. I am sorry to keep asking but 

minibus escorts are essential to ensure the continuation of all our 

activities. 

We are also always looking for Sighted Guides to help with our monthly 

Striders Group and shop assistants for our Dress for Less shop. If you know 

any family member or friend who may be interested, please ask them to 

call me on 522205 to discuss the posts further. 

  

Volunteer Team Updates 2019 – dates for your diary 

10th December, 4.30pm to 6.30pm at Millbrooke House; we will be having 

festival nibbles and drinks and hopefully entertainment, invites will be sent 

out soon. 

  

Sighted Guide Training 2019 – dates for your diary 

The next planned training is on 3rd December. All training sessions are held 
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at Millbrooke House and start at 9.30am. If you would like to attend please 

contact me for more details. 
 

Volunteer Training Sessions 2019 
The following training sessions are taking place in November 2019 at 
Millbrooke House and all volunteers are encouraged to take part. If you 
would like to attend please contact me for more details. 
 Emergency First Aid Training – Tuesday 5th November  
 Food Hygiene Course – Tuesday 5th November  
 Professional Boundaries & Safeguarding Training – Wednesday 27th 

November  
 H & S Awareness Training – Wednesday 27th November 
  
Volunteering Round Up 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped at the events during the 

summer; it is very much appreciated; we had fantastic support at both the 

Chale and Wolverton Shows plus our bucket collections in local 

supermarkets. Without our volunteers we couldn’t attend these shows and 

raise vital funds for the charity.  

On Sunday 6th October I attended the Mindfulness Fair at the Riverside 

Centre to promote Volunteering within Sight for Wight and would like to 

thank my three volunteers who came along and 

were fantastic ambassadors for the charity talking to 

people about what we do and how volunteering 

helps with your health and wellbeing. It was a very 

enjoyable day and I am now planning my next event 

which is the annual Volunteering Fair in January. 
 

 A big thank you 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers for your 

continuing support, time and commitment. I am feeling settled now in my 

new post and hopefully have had the opportunity to meet most of the 100 

volunteers over the last 4 months since taking on the role of Volunteers’ 

Manager. Please remember if you have any queries or concerns please do 

not hesitate to contact me; my normal working hours are Monday to Friday 

9.00am – 1.00pm. 
 

Susan Earley, Volunteers Manager 
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Ryde Swimming Group 
Our swimming group meets every Tuesday evening from 8pm till 

8.45pm at the Waterside Pool in Ryde. They have exclusive use of 

the pool during this session. The group is open to any visually 

impaired person who is a keen swimmer or who just enjoys being in 

the water. The pool’s lifeguards are in attendance during the 

session. Pre-registering with the Society is essential, otherwise 

you may be refused admittance.  

Wednesday Social Group  
Our Wednesday social group meets every fortnight from 2.00pm till 

4.00pm at Millbrooke House. The Owls have different speakers who 

come to give talks on a variety of subjects. These have ranged from 

singers to ghost talks. After the talk, the group chat over a cup of 

tea or coffee before going home. This group is open to non-

members but please register your interest in advance.  

Thursday Social Group 
The Thursday social group meets every week from 11.00am till 

2.00pm at Millbrooke House, where they engage with other visually 

impaired people. They socialise and enjoy lunch together. In the 

afternoon, the group welcome volunteers who come in to read 

from various books about local history, general fiction or, a more 

popular choice, comedy. This group is open to non-members but 

please register your interest in advance.  

Audio Book Groups 
 

Audio book groups are a great way to meet other people and 
discover books you may not have read before. Generally the format 
is similar for most book groups; there is a discussion about the last 
month’s book which can often veer off to other interesting 
subjects! Refreshments are provided, and then the book for the 
next month is handed out. Books are available on USB stick or CD.  
 

Sight for Wight runs a monthly audio book group at the Lord Louis 
Library in Newport. We meet on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 2.00pm for about an hour. The group is free to join and 
Guide Dogs are welcome.  
 

If Newport is not a suitable location for you, there are other groups 
situated around the Island.  
 

Freshwater Library holds an audio book group on the last Tuesday 
of each month, meeting at 11.00am for about an hour. The group is 
run by Alistair who has run the Freshwater Library Audio Book 
group for many years and is now looking to start a new one at 
Sandown Library. If you would be interested in joining the group, 
please contact Sandown Library on 402748 with your name and 
contact details and they will pass on your details to Alistair. 
 

Ryde Library holds their group on the second Friday of each month 
at 11.00am for about an hour. This book group is not run by Sight 
for Wight so for further information please contact Jo at Ryde 
Library on 823825.  
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Changes to Coffee Mornings 
 

We hold a number of coffee mornings around the Isle of Wight. 
Following feedback from Members and Volunteers, we are making some 
changes to our coffee mornings.  
Due to dwindling numbers, we have decided to stop the coffee mornings 
at both Niton Post Office and The End of The Line Café in Freshwater. 
These meetings both took place on Tuesdays. Both the Cowes and Ryde 
coffee mornings at Costa Coffee are being stopped for the time being.  
The monthly Godshill coffee morning at The Old Smithy is proving to be 
very popular and we will be increasing these meetings to fortnightly.  
All these changes are with immediate effect. Please see the updated list 
of coffee mornings below. All are welcome and all the groups are very 
friendly. For more information call Sight for Wight on 522205. 
 

Tuesday 

 We attend the Our Place community drop in session at the West Wight 

Community Centre in Moa Place, Freshwater once a month on a 

Tuesday between 10.00am and 11.30am. Dates vary each month and 

are advertised on our Talking News service. Free refreshments are 

available.  
 

Wednesday 

 We hold a weekly coffee morning on Wednesday at Millbrooke House, 

Newport, from 10.00am till 11.30am. A cup of tea or coffee and a 

slice of cake is £1.00. On the first Wednesday of each month we are 

joined by the Macular Society for their meet up.  
 

Thursday 

 The Godshill coffee morning is held  fortnightly on a Thursday at the 

Old Smithy Coffee Shop, 10.30am till 11.45am. Refreshments can be 

purchased from the coffee shop.  Upcoming dates are as follows: 14th 

November, 28th November, 12th December, No meeting on the 26th 

December, 9th January, 23rd January, 6th February.  
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What’s on at Sight for Wight… 
 

Ryde Swimming Group 
Our swimming group meets every Tuesday evening from 8pm till 
8.45pm at the Waterside Pool in Ryde. They have exclusive use of 
the pool during this session. The group is open to any visually 
impaired person who is a keen swimmer or who just enjoys being in 
the water. The pool’s lifeguards are in attendance during the 
session. Pre-registering with Sight for Wight is essential, otherwise 
you may be refused admittance. The cost is £5.00 to swim.  
 

West Wight Swimming Group 
On the third Wednesday of each month, Members join the West 
Wight Swimming Pool Special Care session. This runs from 12 noon 
till 1.00pm. The pool temperature is raised and extra staff are on 
hand to offer assistance. The pool’s lifeguards are in attendance 
during the session. The cost is £4.20 to swim.  
 

Wednesday Coffee Morning   
We hold a coffee morning each week on a Wednesday at Millbrooke 
House from 10.00am till 11.30am. All are welcome to join us for a 
cup of tea or coffee and cake. The cost is £1.00 and the group is 
open to all, not just Members. On the first Wednesday of each 
month we are joined by the Macular Society for their monthly meet 
up.   

 

Wednesday Low Vision Drop-in  
Every Wednesday between 10.00am and 12.00pm we hold a Low 
Vision drop-in session. This coincides with the coffee morning and 
allows you to view and try the low vision equipment we have at  
Sight for Wight without the need for an appointment. If this time is 
not suitable for you then you are welcome to call us to make an 
appointment to view our low vision equipment.  
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Thursday Social Group 

The Thursday Social Group meets every week from 10.30am till 
2.00pm at Millbrooke House, where they engage with other visually 
impaired people. They socialise and enjoy lunch together. In the 
afternoon, the group welcome volunteers who come in to read from 
various books.  The weekly cost to join the group is £3.00.  
 

Monthly Book Group  
Sight for Wight hold a book group on the second Wednesday of 
each month at the Lord Louis Library in Newport. The group runs 
from 2.00pm for about an hour. We discuss the last month’s book 
and then hand out the book for the next month. Books are available 
on USB stick or CD. Refreshments are provided and guide dogs are 
welcome. There is no charge to join the book group. If you would 
like more information please call Laura on 01983 522205 or email: 
members@iwsb.org.uk. 
 

SingAbout 
On the first Wednesday of the month, Members join the Wootton 
SingAbout session which is run by Independent Arts. SingAbout is a 
social singing activity which can help improve memory, breathing 
and confidence. It is a great opportunity to meet new people and all 
are welcome. The session runs from 2.00pm till 4.00pm at St Marks 
Church. Refreshments are provided. There is no cost for the session, 
although donations to Independent Arts are appreciated.  

 

Strollers 
Strollers meet on the second Tuesday of the month. They go for 
gentle strolls, enjoying the countryside or coastal views. This is 
followed by lunch at a pub or restaurant. The group is open to all 
visually impaired people who like a leisurely walk of about a mile. 
The cost to walk with the group is £3.00. 
 



 

38 

Striders 
Striders meet on the last Friday of every month. They walk on 
different routes around the Island and then finish off with lunch at a 
local pub or restaurant. This group is open to all visually impaired 
people who like longer walks in the countryside. The cost to walk 
with the group is £3.00. 
 

Bowling 
The Bowling Group meets once a month at LA Bowl in Ryde. The cost 
is £3.95 for one game and shoe hire. This is followed by 
refreshments and a chat at the bar. Please note there is no transport 
for this group. 
 

Golf 
The Golfers meet once a month on a Sunday morning at Westridge 
Golf Club, Ryde. The group go onto the driving ranges and out onto 
the course.  An  instructor is available to help out beginners. The golf 
session lasts around an hour and is followed by refreshments and a 
chat in the café.  

 

Transport may be available to some of the groups. A donation for 
the minibus is £2.00. If you are interested in joining any of the 

activities, please contact Sight for Wight for more information on 
01983 522205 or email: members@iwsb.org.uk 

 

2020 Members’ Forum Dates  
Members’ Forums will be held on the following dates: 

 Wednesday 22nd January, 11.30am till 1.00pm 

 Wednesday 22nd April, 11.30am till 1.00pm 

 Wednesday 22nd July, 11.30am till 1.00pm 

 Wednesday 28th October, 11.30 till 1.00pm 

To be added to the email list for Members’ Forum updates including 
agenda, location etc., please email members@iwsb.org.uk 
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Dates for your diary… 

 Sight for Wight are holding a bucket collection at Asda 
supermarket, Newport on Tuesday 12th November from 
10.00am to 12.00 noon. Please come along and say hello. 

 Sight for Wight will be hosting a coffee morning at Shorwell 

Village Hall on Saturday 30th November 2019 from 10.00am to 

12.00 noon. There will be homemade cakes, books, jigsaws, 

DVDs, along with a tombola and raffle. Come along and support 

us, have a chat and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee. If you have 

raffle prizes to donate or would like to make some homemade 

cakes to help raise funds then please contact us on 522205. 

 We will be holding two Low Vision Days in 2020 on Saturday 

21st March and Tuesday 22nd September. More details to 

follow! 
 

Upcoming Member Activities 

 Member’s Christmas Lunch on Thursday 19th December. More 
details on page 39. 

 Festive Pantomime at Medina Theatre on Saturday 21st 
December. More details on page 34. 

 Visit to the Isle of Wight Pearl on Monday 10th February 2020. 
More details on page 35.  

 

To register your interest in these activities or for more information 
please call 522205 or email members@iwsb.org.uk 
 

When you have finished reading this Newsletter we would 
love you to pass it on to others, perhaps by giving it to your 

local Doctor’s, Dentist’s or Solicitor’s waiting room area. 


