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Sue  Sue Bungey  

Chair Report   
 

Hello Everyone and welcome to our latest 

Newsletter.  This editionôs main theme is 

finance. There are articles and information on 

where to access schemes like Personal 

Independence Payments, bus passes, cinema 

cards and lots more.  Iôm sure you will find it all 

very informative and helpful. 

 

By the time you read this, the relaxation of COVID restrictions 

have been delayed by a month. We have had to get used to the 

uncertainty and the plans being changed, due to new variants 

appearing. Lisa and the staff have all been busy planning for the 

future; hopefully at our new planned opening after the 19th July 

we will be able to welcome our volunteers back and open up our 

activities again at Millbrooke House and in the community. 

 

Dress for Less is open and Debbie and her team have created a 

safe environment in which to shop. As always, there is such a 

varied and attractive display of clothing and accessories and the 

staff are always ready to help and advise. Do call in and Iôm sure 

you will be amazed by the amount of choice and bargains to be 

found. 

 

My thanks, as always to Lisa and her team. They are always so 

supportive and always looking to plan new and interesting ways 

of providing enjoyable activities for our members and 

opportunities for socialising. The staff are also very experienced 

in suggesting and supporting you in finding just the right piece of 

equipment to make daily life that much easier. 
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Lisa     Lisa Hollyhead 

CEO Update 
 

I am very sad to announce that due to the 

continued COVID restrictions, until at least the 

19th July, we will not be able to open for 

activities on the 1st July as planned.  

 

We have made a new plan, however, to hold 

our first Coffee and Chat on Wednesday 21st 

July and our first Mix and Mingle on Thursday 22nd July. 

Hopefully we can then reinstate all activities from those dates 

onwards.  The only activity we are yet to have confirmed to us is 

the swimming as we are awaiting news from the swimming pool..  

 

As covered in our enclosed letter the RNID have given notice to 

end Sensory Island contract and therefore the Council are 

issuing a questionnaire out to anyone living with Sight or Hearing 

loss. I cannot stress enough the importance of completing this 

questionnaire as your answers will show the Isle of Wight 

Council where things are and where things arenôt working.  

 

I am delighted to say our campaign in changing the colours used 

on packaging of Tesco ñheat and serve rangeò has worked and 

packaging has been withdrawn.  

 

We are also delighted to say we have had our Hello Everyone 

QR codes accepted in every Hampshire Police station now to 

guide people in to the building to a member of staff. Further we 

have finally also been taken seriously by the IW Council in 

adding these codes to their buildings and all their written letters, 

watch this space!  Please stay alert stay safe! 
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Sight for Wight Whatôs on  

Planned start date - 21st July  
 

Subject to any further announcements, we hope to open our 

doors on Wednesday 21st July to members with the following 

program of events:  

 
Wednesday Coffee and Chat 

 

We will be holding a Coffee and Chat each week at Millbrooke 

House from 10am till 11.30am. All are welcome to join us for a 

cup of tea or coffee and cake. The cost is Ã1.00 and the group is 

open to all, not just members.  

 
On the first Wednesday of 

each month we are joined by 

the Macular Society for their 

monthly meet up.  

 
On the second Wednesday of 

each month we are inviting 

people to bring along a friend/

relative/neighbour to enjoy 

coffee and cake with us. 

 
On the third Wednesday of each month we will be joined by 

Laura Gooljar, the local ECLO from St Maryôs (starting in 

August). 

 
On the fourth Wednesday of each month we will have a Trustee/

member of staff on hand to answer questions about the Charity. 
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Sight for Wight Whatôs on  

Low Vision Drop-In 
Every Wednesday we will have a drop-in session which allows 

you to view and try low vision equipment we have at Sight for 

Wight without the need for an appointment. If this time is not 

suitable for you then you are welcome to call us to make an 

appointment to view our equipment. Please note if you wish to 

trial a specific digital magnifier or ñseeing headsetò these items 

are not held in stock here but we can arrange meetings with the 

relevant suppliers.    
 

Thursday Mix and Mingle Social Group 

We meet every week at Millbrooke House from 10.30am till 

2.00pm. Members can engage with other visually impaired 

people.  We have planned themes each week; e.g. beach day, 

pub quizzes, Bingo, carnival day, music day and much more. 

Members bring along their own packed lunch to enjoy together.  

 

The group welcomes volunteers who come in to read from 

various books. The weekly cost to join the group is Ã3.00; 

transport can be arranged for an extra Ã2.50. 

 

Monthly Book Group 

Sight for Wight hold a book group on 

the second Wednesday of each month. 

The group runs from 2pm for about an 

hour. We discuss the last monthôs book 

and then hand out the audible book for 

the next month. Books are available on 

USB stick or CD. There is no charge to 

join the book group.  
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Sight for Wight Whatôs on  

Striders 
Striders meet on the last Friday of every month. They walk on 

different routes around the Island for between five and seven 

miles and finish off with lunch at a local pub or restaurant.  

 
This group is open to all visually impaired people who like longer 

walks in the countryside and of course there are always sighted 

guides on hand and the routes are always checked for suitability 

in advance.  

 
The cost to walk with the group is Ã3.00 

and when we do not leave from 

Newport, transport can be provided at a 

cost of Ã2.50. 

 

Westridge Golf 
The Golfers meet once a month on a Sunday morning at 

Westridge Golf Club, Ryde. The group go onto the driving 

ranges and out onto the course. Members are instructed by our 

own professional instructor. The golf sessions last around an 

hour and are followed by refreshments and a chat in the caf®. 

 
Lunch Club 

Lunch Club meet on the second Tuesday 

of the month at various locations around 

the Island and enjoy a nice meal with 

good company. The group is open to all 

visually impaired people who like to lunch 

out. Members pay for their own meals.  
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Sight for Wight Whatôs on  

Transport  

We try to make transport available for all of our groups but it is 

always subject to finding volunteer drivers!  We do ask for a 

donation of Ã2.50 per person to cover the petrol and upkeep.  

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

If you are interested in joining any of the activities, please 

contact Susan on 01983 522205 or on volunteers@iwsb.org.uk 

 

UPCOMING DATES FOR MEMBERS ACTIVITIES 

¶ July 21st First Wednesday Coffee and Chat 

¶ July 22nd First Thursday Mix and Mingle 

¶ July 30th Striders meeting at Millbrooke House @ 9.30am 

¶ August 10th Lunch Club at Millbrooke House ï Fish & Chips 

¶ August 11th Book Group to be held at Millbrooke House 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARYé 
 

Volunteersô Catch Up on Monday 19th July 10.30am-12.30pm 

 

Membersô Day - We are holding a membersô day on Saturday 

11th September and we would really love to see as many 

members as possible there.  We have invited nine other 

companies to come too, including companies supplying digital 

magnifiers, screen readers, wearable technology, text to speech 

and accommodation providers with charities such as the RNIB 

and the Macular Society also invited.  

 

Entertainment and BBQ provided, of course we will all be there 

to talk about what we are doing and how we can assist you.  

Susan - Susan Earley 
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A Poem by Peter Woodnutt 
 
Peter, one of our members, enjoys writing poems.  He has very 

kindly sent us one to share with you. 
 

BEYOND SIGHT - Peter Woodnutt É 

I know you wouldn't know it but I'm registered visually impaired. 

For though I may never go blind, life tomorrow makes me 

scared. 
 

Never to see again as I once did, central vision becomes blurred. 

For I'll lose my usual cool when trying to read 

that printed word! 
 

Haven't bought a white stick yet, that can show 

the world I exist. 

For sight deteriorates over time, I know the 

condition will persist! 
 

Have no thoughts of pity for me to forgive my 

reason for telling. 

For it helped maintain my sanity, as it may stop 

my silent yelling! 
 

For we all take sight for granted, eyes have twenty-twenty vision. 

But a frightened heart and mind, has created doubt or indecision! 
 

My soul heard this plaintive cry, can I live with this visual blight? 

Enlightenment dawns within, for it granted the gift of inner sight! 
 

I exist upon so many levels now, my spirit has learnt to unwrap; 

It touches the very essence of life, with my senses aware, to 

adapt! 
 

March 2016 - Revised May 2021 All rights reserved 
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Sheila is our ñAngellò! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Member, Sheila Angell, 88 took part in the 'Captain 

Tom 100 challenge' by touching her toes 100 times 

every day in May! 

 
All the money she raised came directly to us here 

at Sight for Wight. 

 
Last year, Captain Tom Moore set out round his 

garden to thank our NHS heroes.  One hundred 

laps later, heôd raised an incredible Ã38.9 million for 

the NHS Covid-19 appeal.  His simple message of 

hope ï ñTomorrow will be a good dayò ï inspired 

millions around the world and brought comfort and 

joy to so many during the pandemic. 

 

Inspired by Captain Tom, Sheila took on this 

challenge of touching her toes 100 times each day 

during May and raised an incredible Ã1,077.29! 

The only problem is she enjoyed it so much she 

has carried on! 

 

Everyone at Sight for Wight 

would like to thank Sheila for 

her support and dedication. 

 

Pictured Lisa Hollyhead, 

Sheila Angell, daughter 

Yvonne Durrant and close 

family friend Linda Firby.  

 

 


