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Sue  Chair of Trustees  

Chair Report 

Hello and welcome to our Spring Newsletter for 

2025. 

As usual, you will find it packed with our usual 

updates, activities and helpful information which I 

am sure you will enjoy reading.   

This issue is a little different in that we want to 

reflect on Lisa Hollyheadôs role as CEO, during 

the last five years. Sadly, for us,  Lisa is retiring from the Charity 

and moving on to new and exciting challenges. She has made such 

an enormous difference to all facets of our charity life, think of the 

number of activities we can offer, the help supplied from our 

knowledgeable and supportive staff and how, through her 

determined and innovative fundraising, we are still at the forefront 

of Island life and the visually and hearing impaired community.   

It has been my privilege to have worked with Lisa as CEO during 

the last five years. Her energy and enthusiasm for improving the 

lives for all those living with sensory loss has been inspiring. Lisaôs 

financial skills have been central to the ongoing viability of the 

Charity and to the provision of the support, education and activities 

we can provide. Because of her exceptional leadership and tireless 

dedication, forging links with other organisations, speaking at 

conferences and innovative applications; for example, the QR 

Code, the Charity has become energised and proactive. We are 

recognised as providing an essential service to all visually and 

hearing impaired islanders. 

I am immensely grateful for all her contributions and wish her all the 

best for the future. We are in the process of trying to find her 

replacement, a hard act to follow, as Iôm sure you will agree but 

what a tremendous legacy for our next CEO to carry forward. 
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               CEO Update 

Hello and welcome to our Newsletter; for anyone 

who has not yet heard, this is likely to be my 

penultimate edition. I am due to retire from the 

role of CEO over the next few months! 

I have made the difficult decision to retire, having 

reached the grand age of 55 to enable me to 

spend time with my children before they leave 

the nest for university and college.   

However, my 55th birthday coincides with the date in 1865 when 

the Charity was first born. John Cooper wrote to the local paper, the 

Isle of Wight Observer, asking for people to come forward to fund 

the Charity to aid the Blind residents of the Isle of Wight.     

This newsletter includes a little of our history and lots of photos 

from past years in celebration of this and an article on how we are 

fundraising to celebrate.   

As I work with Trustees to help recruit my replacement, I have taken 

time to look back to when I joined in 2018 and am compiling a 

report for the next newsletter of then and now, which I hope will 

make interesting reading.   

I would like to sincerely thank Bridget and David Preston who 

nominated us as their Cowes Masonic Lodge Charity of the Year. I 

cannot quite still believe they raised Ã10,000 for us including 

Bridget running Yoga classes raising over Ã1,100 of this; such a 

huge thank you from everyone here at Sight for Wight, your 

donation really will help us to change peopleôs lives. 

And indeed thank you to every single supporter and volunteer who 

make us possible; please save the date of 30th July as our Open 

Day, here at Millbrooke House, to celebrate every 

person involved in Sight for Wight.  Lisa   CEO 
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